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SUMMARY
l .

In our effortu to scoarch out usome sultoble
substitute of Jute for the manufocture of ropes, .
bagu, etc. Stuol wos plunted on exporimental boely
08 understorey In precently thinned Sut  oreos  of
irrigated plantationa, The coservetions made a0
fur ore not conclusive but one thing has been
clearly Indicoted that control of dunage by parcu=-

pine,cottle and other such anilmuls is very ensentlial
for the auccess of thlas specles.

INTRUDUCTION

There hos been ocute shortage of hard ond durable
filbrous material {n Pakiston faor the manufacture of ropes,
bags, etc. Huge omount In forelgn currency io spent every
year on Import of such moterlal. It has, therefore, become
imperotive to find out any substitute for Jute. Sleal,
which ylelds lon, and stroung fibre from fta leaves and
which fu suftable for growing LIn sub-troplical arcoe like
Paklutan, has ottracted the attentlion of Forvstirs as o

sou:ce of puch materiol. BOefore recommendling its cultivatlon
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on a large scale it waes essentlol to have experimental

planting to find out and standardise technligue for its

propegotion and monagement.

. In the past, trials were made on tnis plant in
different parts of the country but did not meet with much
success due to the fact that the plant hus certoin require-
ments of soil and water and thrives only when these arae
fulfilled. The field steff was unfumiliar with the proper
technique of field planting and requirements of the plants.
To study the behaviour of this plant under different site
foctors and to standardise the tecnique for its nursery

and fleld planting, experiments were started during 1977-78,
Alonguith these experiments, trianlg were also started to
study {ts behaviour &s understorey in thinaing aress in

the irrigated plentetions., The results of such under-

planting have been reported in this note.

EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE

Agave plants pracured from old siscl plantatlions
from Jallo, Rakh Sehj Bhuneki and Gujer Kh:n area wuere
planted in {rrigeated plantations as understorey Iln thinning
arees. This planting was done during 1578 at a spacing of

sbaut 10' x 6' along the trenches. After plart.n,, these
plots (except that at Chengu Mange) were handed aover t‘ the \
territoriel staff for molntenance purposes. Thewe havae

received normal irrigation elongwlth the rust of the p}nnLuLiun.'

Scanned with CamScanner



Generally no weeding was carrled out. The maln limiting
foctor for this apecles how been the dome e by porcupine

and trampling by coattle.

RESULTS

Data collected during October, 1979 hous been

summarised and given below:
SURVIVAL %AGE

Location Date of No. of hNc. of Survival
planting plants plants Xoge
planted surviving

Daphar Cpt.109 May, 1978 1500 380

Daphar Cpt.120 Aug. 1974 750 170 22
Arifuwala Cpt.12 Jun. 19738 300 105
Crhichawatni Cpt.9 May, 1978 1000 92

Chanza Manga

Cpt.55 May, 13978 3091 3006 97

HEIGHT GROJTH

Location Date of Max.helcht ~v: helgnt
planting (Ft.=Irches) (Ft.-Inches)

Daphar Cpt.109 May, 1978 1 =4 -3
Daphar Cpt.120 Rug. 1976 1 - A 0 -4
Arifwala Cpt.12 Jun. 1976 3 -1 -5
Chichawatni Cpt.S May, 1978 2 - L -1
Changa Menge Cpt.55 May, 1978 1= 3 0 =10
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L
DISCUSSION

The results of these triols have not been encouraging
vg apparent from the above flgures. The moaln couse for the
;oor performance of this plant huu been the excuoulve domoge
by porcupine. Trampling by coettle has nlso been responsible
to some extent. In some coases excessive lrrigation combined
with shode of the upper storey has alsc been the couse Tor the
poor growth or even death of the plants, Small size of plants

used for planting is unother factor responsible for poor

survival of thls sapecles.

CORCLUSION

Control of porcupine is very essentinl for uuc+u

of sisal pluntations. Existing experiments should be continued

to confirm the observotions recorded so far.
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